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It has been a good school year at Overton 
School. Thank you, again, to all who volunteered with our 
tutoring program! We ended the school year with a 
luncheon for teachers and staff on May 23.   

Many of our tutoring volunteers have indicated 
that they will be returning to help again in the fall. If there 
are any additional church members who would like to 
tutor at Overton in the fall, please let us know. It is a 
commitment of one hour per week and can be set up at 
your convenience. You will be assigned two students to 
help read. You read to them, and they read to you. It is 
very rewarding to work with these children. Please contact 
Lynn Hales by text or call 704-640-7156, or call the church 
office. 

Another reminder is that we will be collecting 
student backpacks for Overton for the fall, as we have 
done every year. Some stores may have sales on 
backpacks now if you want to buy ahead. Backpacks can 
be dropped off at the church office anytime. You are also 
asked to enclose a $10 contribution to pay for school 
materials. 

Thank you so much for your help with this project! 
--Lynn Hales and  
the Showing Up Committee 

Joyce Durkee presents Rev. Randy Kirby with PW 
Life Achievement Award





 

 

 
 



For years, the scene of racial violence, an Alabama 
city recently taught lessons about peace, justice, and 
repentance to a First Pres group traveling the Civil Rights 
Trail under the sponsorship of the Race & Justice Ministry 
Team. First Presbyterians who journeyed to Montgomery, 
Alabama., were Ed and Beffie Cook, Doug Glasgow, Pastor 
Lara Musser Gritter, Gail Hounshell, Barrie Kirby, and 
Marianna and Allison Swaim. Joining the group were Ann 
and Ed Lanear from Trinity Presbyterian. The goal of the 
trip was to deepen understanding of the African American 
experience and of the stake we all have in protecting civil 
rights. Montgomery was an apt setting.  

“What impressed me most overall is that 
Montgomery has come to terms with its unjust, violent, 
racist past by openly acknowledging what happened and 
the horror of it all,” says Barrie Kirby. “It’s like a public 
confession of sin. There is no repentance of sin that is 
denied or hidden.” 

“What is wrong in a society must be acknowledged 
to make things right or, once righted, keep things right. 
Montgomery has done an admirable job in doing that.”  

The group traveled from the Legacy Museum in 
Montgomery to the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma some 
50 miles away and went to several points in between. They 
learned about civil rights, voting rights, and even the right 
to choose a seat on a city bus. The history stretched from 
enslavement to the Jim Crow era, civil rights struggles and 
successes, and today’s mass incarceration. Montgomery 
historian Joseph Trimble traveled the trail with the group to 
share local culture, foods, and stories. That made a big 
difference, according to Marianna Swaim.  

“Our guide was phenomenal and really made the 
memories come alive,” Marianna says. “Being in the actual 
place where so much important history (happened) was 
truly a meaningful, unforgettable experience. The 
educational opportunity is exceptional.” 

The four-day trip included two days of travel and 
two jam-packed days of touring, all in the First Pres van. 
Other travelers might want to allow three days to visit sites 
in Montgomery and Selma. The area is rich with stories to 
tell.  

A selfie Pastor Lara shot with Marianna Swaim, Gail 
Hounshell, Ann Lanear, Beffie Cook and Barrie Kirby 

The Race & Justice Ministry Team has started two 
new Zoom discussion groups that you can join for the 
weeks ahead.   
• King: A Life: Monica Green and Barrie Kirby are co-
leading the 7:00 pm Wednesday book discussions, which 
started May 15 with introductions. This round's topic is the 
landmark MLK biography, King: A Life by Jonathan Eig. 
For more information or to request the Zoom link to 
participate, email Barrie at barrie.m.kirby@gmail.com. 
• TED Talks: Beffie Cook and Esther Atkins Smith will 
host the Sunday discussions at 7:00 pm. Each week the 
group will watch and discuss a short TED Talk or other 
video. No purchase or homework required! To find out 
more or get a zoom link, email egravescook@yahoo.com. 
Here's the tentative schedule:   
May 26 - "How Racial Bias Works - and How to Disrupt It"  
June 2 - "How Racism Makes Us Sick" 
June 9 - "Racism Has a Cost for Everyone" 
June 16 - Juneteenth history and myths  
June 23 - "The Real Story of Rosa Parks." 

RTF Group gathers at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
Selma, AL 

The group enters the profoundly moving Legacy Museum, 
Montgomery, AL 
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Media & Communications 

Edition   Deadline 
July & August  June 19 
September   August 21 
October   September 18 
November   October 16 
December   November 18 (Monday) 
January 2025  December 16 (Monday)   
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

April 30, 2024 

  
   

OPERATING  
 GIVING  

YTD Income 431,045.69  YTD Actual Giving 395,391.43 

YTD Expenses 381,924.31  YTD Budgeted Giving 394,909.67 

Cash Flow - Positive 49,121.38  OVER 481.76 

  
   

YTD Actual Income 431,045.69  YTD Actual Pledges 364,781.43 

YTD Budgeted Income 411,076.33  YTD Budgeted Pledges 360,409.67 

OVER 19,969.36  OVER 4,371.76 

  
   

YTD Budgeted Expenses 446,296.00    

YTD Actual Expenses 381,924.31    

UNDER 64,371.69    

  
   

DAY SCHOOL  
   

YTD Gain 4,436.28    

 


